
 

IB Summer Assignments 

A word of caution…do NOT freak out over the expansive 

information contained here for the summer assignments.  Okay, I 

KNOW it looks like a lot of work but this is ART, and ART is fun!  Also, 

I just want you prepared at the beginning of the school year for IB 

Visual Art.   

 The IB Visual Arts student will complete the following: 

The Process Portfolio – Major Grade 

The Process Portfolio will be a bound sketchbook size 8 1/2”x11” that 

will allow easy transport of the art journal. DO NOT purchase a wire-

bound sketchbook as these will fall apart and lose precious pages 

from your Process Portfolio (ProPort)!!! 

1. Minimum Weekly ProPort Entries – Weekly x 4= 100% 

 Three (3) written reflective/research notes. – 40% (12 monthly) 

 Three (3) sketches/visual explorations – 40% (12 monthly) 

 *One monthly visit to an Art Gallery.  Local is Good!  I highly recommend any Gallery 
openings as the artist is usually present with their work and they are available to answer 
questions about their work. This can be virtual and questions can be done by email, phone, 
or video conference – 20% (once a month) 
 

Keep reading, a lot of the assignments you will be doing will be 

placed in the ProPort… 

 

 



 

2. *A minimum of one (1) visit to a Gallery, Museum, Visual Art Event, or 

Lecture per month is required. Use the Critical Analysis Format to write 

about your visit.  This can be virtual until galleries and museums open back 

up.  There are lectures online as well.  There is MOMA and the National 

Gallery of Art etc.  These are blocked on the school network.   

Students are required to document their attendance by providing pamphlets, brochures, and 

other information.  IB students should place this documentation in their ProPorts along with 

a reflective description of the event.  The written entry will use the structure of Visual Arts 

Critical Analysis to create a commentary on their experience of the event. 

Yep!  This goes into your ProPort.  This is the remaining 20% 

of your 100% of ProPort monthly entries. 

3. Each student will have conducted an in-depth study of a minimum of two 

culturally diverse artists.  For example, a sculpture artist from Greenland 

compared to an Aboriginal artist from Australia.  The local artist 

compared to an international artist would also be a good choice,  especially 

if you can interview the artist.   Famous, contemporary artists have been 

known to respond to well-written emails or hand-written letters.   

Students will include these studies in both written and artistically reflective entries in their 

ProPort. Evidence of this research must be apparent in the student’s ProPort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Artistic Assignments 

1.  Blind Contour Drawings – 10 minutes per week – Document each set of 

drawings with the date and time created.  Place in your ProPort. 

Most students hate creating these drawings…I have found them to be one of the BEST 

exercises a student can do to develop fine motor skills and technical drawing skills.  Plus, it 

becomes part of your Breadth in the development of a quality ProPort. 

 

How to Create a Blind Contour Drawing 

Select a stationary object to draw.  Carefully study the object and notice the details of the 

object.  Is the shape of the object organic or geometric?  Does it display both negative and 

positive shapes?  Look at the negative areas as closely as the positive areas, what shapes are 

created?   Find a point on the object to begin.  Place your ebony pencil or black pen on your 

paper where this point would be found.  Once you place the point of your drawing tool on 

this point DO NOT PICK THE POINT UP UNTIL THE DRAWING IS COMPLETED.  DO 

NOT LOOK AT THE PAPER YOU ARE DRAWING ON UNTIL THE DRAWING IS 

COMPLETED!   If you remove your drawing tool from your drawing you have lost your 

place on the page.   

 

 Now, begin to draw the object in front of you.  And, for a second time, DO NOT LOOK AT THE 

PAPER YOU ARE DRAWING ON UNTIL THE DRAWING IS COMPLETED!   Pretend that the 

point of your drawing tool is touching the outside contour of the object that you are drawing.  DRAW 

SLOWLY!  YOU ARE SEEING THE object with your eyes, and your eyes are telling your hand 

what to draw.  Draw the most minute of details on the object.  If you have an object with rough edges 

and the lines that you have drawn are smooth, you are probably drawing too fast, not looking, and not 

paying enough attention to the details.  The more of these drawings you create the better your 

observational drawings (where you get to look at your paper) will become. 

 

 



 

2. Image Bank – Place in your ProPort 

The image bank will be used as a resource for “finding” subject matter for your art, to create 

doodles, for finding your artistic concentration. 

 Chose five “Themes”.   For example, Artistic, Happy, Driven, Family, Faith, Sports, etc. 

Make a list of these five themes. 

 Under each theme list the names of twenty (20) images that come to mind for each theme.  

For example, Artistic:  pencils, paper, paint, fashion, clay, gallery, designs, etc.  

 Use this list to help get you started on an original design.   Chose images that you might find 

together or images that create surreal images when placed together. 

 

 

3.  Photographs – Digital camera or camera phone – you can have a memory 

card to store the images or choose another way to store your images – You 

can print some to add to your ProPort (add written commentary) as part of 

your weekly requirements. 

One of the best resources for the IB, Art III, AP students to have are original 

photographs.  Look for websites that are vetted as a good photography website. Any 

site is invaluable in developing not only a “good eye” for photography but will aid in 

your development in creating quality compositions both photographic and in other 

mediums.   

Photography is all about knowledge and using the Principles of Design to create 

well-crafted photographs.  Evidence of researching this site and applying the 

techniques shown will be evident in your Proport.  

 

 

 



 

Have 200 images by the start of school.  I know this sounds like a lot of photos but 

200 digital images could easily be produced in short amount of time. 

Out of 200 images, you may get 20 well-crafted photographs.  It’s kind of like what 

people say about fishing, “The more your line gets wet, the more fish you’re likely to 

catch.”  The more photos you take the more likely you get some that are 

outstanding. 

4. Quality artworks -  One Per Month, June, July, and August   

 

In Closing, 

Do not hesitate to email me if you have questions this summer or need 

other artistic help.  Also, if you already have an idea of what your artistic 

focus might be other than these assignments please see me discuss 

your ideas. 

 

       Sincerely, 

                                                                                           Ms. Swanson 

 

 


